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‘THE AMERICAN public has been given
\ 4 a shoddy deal by politicians who talk
+ abouy- things the Russians want to know, -
- hut who cover u their own blunders with
: the plea that a discussion of such matters
. is “‘not in the public interest.” T

IN SECURITY LEAKS

g Up The Source
= H—eehmrintstrative—officiats—wontt—piog

RMCHAIR strategists, who complain| the leaks, official and unofficial, they
|81 that too much of our technical defense| ‘wwould find the ishi i
and military planning data are printed _
in scientific magazines and newspapers,
get vigorous backing from Allen Dulles, : :
director of the U, S. Central Intelligence . are of value to the enemy, and on which
Agency. LT ——— | - the military prevents leaks through non-
Those who. erroneously conclude, how- | Press channels, ) .

Jever, that “something ought to be done ! That cooperation would be clearly evi-
to control the press” will find that Mr. dent to the public if it knew one per cent
|Dulles disagrées {with them completely.  of what ediiors knew during World War
1The head of America’s intelligence setup "II hut voluntarily did not publish. It would
stands “100 per cent for a free press and be evident if the public knew how much"

‘that was clearly security information. The

press is 100 per cent cooperative on mat-
ters which the military can demonstrate

all that freedom of man and his institu-
tions mean to Americans.”
" The realssolution to our governmient's :
carelessness“ahout security. informatidn is
not to replace it with the rottenness of a
government-controled press’ such as is
found in totalitarian regimes. Even if
printing were abolished, Russia still would
get information as long as government
sources themselves tell it to persons who
like to gossip. .
HE SOLUTION is a consciéntious classi-
fication of security data. A primary
root of the whole vexatious security prob-
lem is inter-service jeasousy, under which
one military arm seeks to outdo the rest,
not only in size and power, but also in
credit for new facilities and procedures.
As long as the services practice such
publicity-seeking on the wrong kind of
things, and fail to stop loose talk in gen-
eral, so long will the press carry news on
such, matters. It is not only thab once
told, the information is in the public do-
main. It is not only that news is a highly
competitive figld, so that the press in
general cannot ignore matter made public

information is now in the hands of Wash-
ington correspondents from off-the-record
sources, but on which the newsmen main-

tain a strict silence.

" "

OST of the “why don’t you censor;’
questions come from persons who have

a commendabe concern for their country,
but who have no knowledge of the above
basic facts about security and news. Sorde

- persons know, but are merely thoughtless
‘ about the consequences to themselves pf

government control. A few know, but are
sincere in their desire for a controlled
press.

This last group is the little segment ‘of
people who %ive in a derhocracy, give Hp
service to democracy and maybe evin
think they believe in 1t—but who basically
do mnot trust the ability of the public ito
make its own decisions on the basic facts.
They are the little core of totalitarians
found in all countries which promotés djc-
tatoriships, or pronite the bureaucracy and
governtent secrecy which lead to dicta-
torships. '

Anyone seriously concerned about pub-
lication of government news as it affects;

i

by one magazine or one radio metwork. our way of life can do two things: (1)
Even more important is the fact that when ; Demand of his congressman that tighter
information leaks out of the defense setup, | restrictions be placed on real military in-
and is available for the rumor circuit with ) formation; and, (2) demand just as em-
all the distortions that are bound to re-phatically that public employes on al]
sult, the press is the only thorough means ! levels tell the pub ic, which employs then,.
fof seeing that the public gets facts instead everything not relating to our defense po-
nf wild surmises, . tential.

Demands for governmental press con-
trol can be left to the communists and
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type of control has been seen in Russia
and in Hitler’s Germany.
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